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1. How does the play open?  Describe the scene.

2. What kind of tone does this opening set?  What is the mood?

3. (40-257) What does the chorus’ first song contribute to the play?  That is, what do we learn about Agamemnon in it?

4. (133-138) Why is Artemis angry?  What do the “flying hounds” and the “hare” represent?  That is, what does this image have to do with Agamemnon?

5. Why did Agamemnon sacrifice his daughter?

6. (176-183) What do you think these lines mean? What might they say about the whole play?

7. (281-316) How did Clytaemestra get word of the fall of Troy (and the soon return of Agamemnon)?

8. (436-474) What do these lines tell us about Agamemnon’s guilt and what is going to fall on him?

9. (844-854) Why are these lines so ironic?

10. (905-957) What is going on here?  Why?  What is Clytaemestra trying to do (918-927)?  How does she succeed (935, 939)?

11. (1035-1330) What is happening to Cassandra in this passage?  What does she reveal about the past and about the immediate future?

12. (1412-1447) What crimes does Clytaemestra charge Agamemnon with?

13. (1624) What does Aegisthus mean, considering the context?  (cf. Acts 26:14)

14. On what note has the play ended?  That is, what is the situation at the end?

15. The imagery of nets is used heavily in these plays.  How is this image appropriate in this one, considering what Clytaemestra does in the play?

The Libation Bearers
16. What has brought Electra to the tomb of Agamemnon?

17. (165-180, 205-211) How does Electra know that Orestes has returned?

18. (269-305) What is driving Orestes to kill Clytaemestra and Aegisthus?

19. (400-404) What code of ethics do these lines indicate?

20. (523-550) What was Clytaemestra’s dream and what is Orestes’ interpretation?

21. Throughout their conversation at the tomb of their father, what are Orestes and Electra trying to do?

22. How is Aegisthus killed?

23. How does Clytaemestra attempt to dissuade Orestes from killing her?

24. (924) What does she threaten him with?

25. (1021-1076) What is developing in these last lines?  What is troubling Orestes?

26. (1048-1058) What does Orestes see?  How is this related to (924)?

The Eumenides
27. (34-59) What is the opening scene?

28. (78-84) What does Apollo tell Orestes to do?

29. (94-105) What is Clytaemestra’s complaint to the Furies?

30. (162) What is the complaint of the Furies against Apollo and Athene?

31. (211-212, 605) Why are the Furies not concerned with Clytaemestra’s killing of Agamemnon, but only with Orestes’ killing of Clytaemestra?  (213-224) What is Apollo’s response to this?

32. (312-320, 334-340, 382-396) What is the role of the Furies, and how do they view their right to carry out this role?

33. (462-467, 585-596) What does Orestes admit, and what does he not admit?  In other words, what is the issue in the trial?

34. (490-498) What do the Furies think is at stake if their rights are not upheld?

35. (657-667) How is Orestes defended by Apollo?  Why does Apollo say that Orestes’ killing of his mother doesn’t deserve the punishment of the Furies?  Compare this with the Furies’ argument (211-212, 605).

36. (735-753) How does the voting turn out?

37. (778-880) What is the Furies’ reaction to the outcome of the trial?  What is Athene’s response to them?  What is the significance of (885)?

38. (916ff) What is the attitude of the Furies in the end of the play? 
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